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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 




PARTICIPANTS: 



I C 1 



DATE AND TIME: 



PLACE: 



Mao Tsetung, Chairman, Politburo, 

Chinese Communist Party 
Chou En-lai, Premier of the State Council 
Wang Hai-jung, -Assistant Minister of 

Foreign Affairs 
Tang Wen-sheng, Interpreter 
Shen Jo-yun, Interpreter 

Dr. Henry A. Kissinger, Assistant to the 
President for National Security Affairs 
Winston Lord, NSC Staff 

Saturday, February 17, 1973, 11:30 p.m. 
Sunday, February 18, 1973, 1:20 a.m. 

'Chungnahai, Chairman Mao's Residence 

Peking 

People's Republic of China 



(At 11:00 p.m. February 17, 1973 at a meeting in a villa near the 
Guest House where Dr. Kissinger and his party were staying. Prime 
Minister Chou En-lai informed Dr, Kissinger that he and Winston Lord 
were invited to meet with Chairman Mao Tsetung at 11:30 p.m. that 
evening. He told Dr. Kissinger that he would come to the Guest House 
shortly to escort him to the Chairman's residence. 

Dr. Kissinger and his delegation members at the meeting went back to 
the Guest House. Prime Minister Chou En-lai came to the Guest House 
at 11:20 p.m. and rode with Dr. Kissinger to Chungnahai, Mr. Chu, 
Deputy Director of Protocol, accompanied Mr. Lord. Prime Minister 
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Chou En-lai escorted Dr. Kissinger into the outer room of the Guest 
House and then through another room to Chairman Mao's sitting room. 

The Chairman was helped up from his chair by his young female attendant 
and came forward to greet Dr. Kissinger. Photographers took pictures. 
He welcomed Dr. Kissinger and Dr. Kissinger pointed out that it was 
almostly exactly a year ago that he had first met the Chairman. The 
Chairman then greeted Mr. Lord and commented that he was so young, 
younger than the interpreters. Mr. Lord replied that he was in any 
event older than the interpreters. The Chairman then motioned to the 
large easy chairs and the parties sat down. The photographers con- 
tinued to take pictures. ) 

Chairman Mao {hs he headed toward his chair): I don't look bad, but 
God has sent me an invitation. 

(To Mr. Lord) You are a young man. 

Mr. Lord: I am getting older. 

Chairman Mao: I am the oldest among those seated here. 

• Prime Minister Chou: I am the second oldest. 

Chairman Mao: There was someone in the British Army who was opposed 
to the independence of your country. Field Marshal Montgomery was one 
of those to oppose your policy. 

Dr. Kissinger: Yes. 

Chairman Mao: He opposed the Dulles policy. He probably doesn't 
oppose you anymore. At that time, you also opposed us. We also 
opposed you. So we are two enemies (Laughter). 

Dr. Kissinger: Two former enemies. 

Chairman Mao: Now we call the relationship between ourselves a friend- 
ship. 
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Dr. Kissinger: That's our sentiment. 
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Chairman Mao: That's what I am saying. 

Dr. Kissinger: I have told the Prime Minister that we speak to no 
other country as frankly and as openly as wc do to you. 

Chairman Mao (To the photographers): .That's all for you. 
[The photographers leave.] 

But let us not speak false words or engage in trickery. IVe don't steal 
your documents. You can deliberately leave them somewhere and try 
us out. Nor do we engage in eavesdropping and bugging. There is no 
use an those small tricks. And some of the big maneuvering, there is 
no use to them too. I said that to your correspondent, Mr. Edgar Snow. 
I said that your CIA is no good for major events. 



Dr. Kissinger: That*s absolutely true. That's been 



our experience. 



ChairmanMao: Because when you issue an order, for example, when 
your President issues an order, and you want information on a certain 
question, then the intelligence reports come as so many snowflakes. 
We also have our intelligence service and it is the same with them. 
They do not work well {Prime Minister Chou laughs). For instance, 
they didn't know about Lin Piao. (Prime Minister Chou laughs). Then 
again they didn't know you wanted to come. 

I read two articles in 1969. One of your Directors of your China desk 
in the State Department wrote an article later published in a Japanese 
newspaper. 

Dr. Kissinger: I don't think I read that. 

Prime Minister Chou: I hadn't mentioned it to you before. 

Dr. Kissinger: No. 
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Chairman Mao: Your business was done well. You've been flying 
everywhere- Are you a swallow or a pigeon? (Laughter) And the 
Vietnamese issue can be counted as basically settled. 

Dr. Kissinger: That is our feeling. We must now have a transitional 
period toward tranquility. 

Chairman Mao: Yes, that's right. 

Dr. Kissinger: The basic issues are settled. 

Chairman Mao: We also say in the same situation (gesturing with his 
hand) that's what your President said when he was sitting here, that 
each side has its own means and acted out of its own necessity. That 
resulted in the two ''countries acting hand-in-hand. 

Dr. Kissinger: Yes, we both face the same danger. We may have to 
use different methods sometimes but for the same objectives. 

Chairman Mao: That would be good. So long as the objectives arc the 
same, we would not harm you nor would you harm us. And we can work 
together to commonly deal with a bastard. (Laughter] 

Actually it would be that sometime we want to criticize you for a while 
and you want to criticize us for a while. That, your President said, 
is the ideological influence. You say, away with you Communists. We 
say, away with you imperialists. Sometimes we say things like that. 
It would not do not to do that. 

Dr. Kissinger: I think both of us must be true to our principles. And 
in fact it would confuse the situation if we spoke the same language. I 
have told the Prime Minister that in Europe you, because of your princi- 
ples, can speak more firmly than we can, strangely enough. 

Chairman Mao: As for you, in Europe and Japan, we hope that you will 
cooperate with each other. As for some things it is alright to quarrel 
and bicker about, but fundamental cooperaticn is needed. 
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Dr. Kissinger: As between yoti and us, even if we sometimes criticize 
each o.ther, wc will coordinate our actions with you, and we would never 
participate in a policy to isolate you. As for Japan and Europe, we 
agree that we should cooperate on all essential matters with them. 
Europe has very weak leadership right now. 

Chairman Mao: They don't unite with each other. 

Dr. Kissinger: They don't unite, and they don't take far sighted views. 
When they are confronted with a danger they hope it will go away without 
effort. 

Prime Minister Cnou: I told Dr. Kissinger you [the U.S. ] should still 
Help Pompidou. 

Chairman Mao: Yes indeed. 

Dr. Kissinger: .We arc doing our utmost, and we will do more. 

Chairman Mao: (Gesturing with his hands) Now Mr. Pompidou is being 
threatened. It is the Socialist Party and the Communist Party putting 
their strength against him. 



Dr. Kissinger: Yes, and they have united. 

Chairman Mao: (Pointing at Dr. Kissinger) They are uniting and the 
Soviet Union wants the Communist Party to get into office. I don't like 
their Communist party, just like I don't like -your Communist party. 
I like you, but not your Communist party. (Laughter) 

In the West you always historically had a policy, for example, in both 
World Wars you always began by pushing Germany to fight against 
Russia. 

Dr. Kissinger: But it is not our policy to push Russia to fight against 
China, because the danger to us of a war in China is as great as a war 
in Europe. 
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Chairman Mao: (Before Dr. Kissinger's remarks arc translated, he 
makes remarks in Chinese and counts on his fingers- Miss Tang then 
translates Dr. Kissinger's remarks and after that Chairman Mao's 
remarks. ) 

What I wanted to say is whether or not you arc now pushing West Ger- 
many to make peace with Russia and then push Russia eastward. 1 
suspect the whole of the West has such an idea, that is to push Russia 
eastward, mainly against us and also Japan. Also probably towards 
you, in the Pacific Ocean and the Indian Ocean. 

Dr. Kissinger: We did not favor this policy. We preferred the German 
opposition party which did not pursue this policy. (Chairman Mao, 
smoking a cigar, offers cigars -to Dr. Kissinger and Mr. Lord who 
decline. ) 

Chairman Mao : Yes, that's our feeling. We are also in favor of the 
opposition party in Germany. 

Dr. Kissinger: They conducted themselves very stupidly. 

Chairman Mao: Yes, they were defeated. The whole of Europe is think- 
ing only of peace. 

Prime Minister Chou: The illusions of peace created by their leaders. 

Dr. Kissinger: Yes, but we will do our best to strengthen European 
• defenses and keep our armies in Europe. 

Chairman Mao: That would be very good. 

Dr. Kissinger: We have no plan for any large reduction of our forces 

in Europe for the next four years (Chairman Mao turns to Prime Minister 

Chou). 

Prime Minister Chou: In talking about reducing your troops, you mean 
only at the most 10 to 15 percent. 
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Dr. Kissinger: That is exactly correct. 

Chairman Mao: What is the number of American troops in Europe? 
They are probably mostly rocket units. 

thw Minister Chou: There are between 300-3S0, 000 includin E the 
Mediterranean. 

Chairman Mao: That probably does not include the Navy. 

nr Kissinger- It does not include the Navy. There are about 275 000 
SfSSSKSi That does not include the Sixth Fleet in the Med.ter- 
rean. 

Chairman Mao: And your"troop deployment to A » U _ a ^?*^ ber 
Ocean is too sca ttered. You have them in Korea. I heard the number 
is about 300, 000, 

Dr. Kissinger: About 40, 000. 

Chairman Mao: And from 8 to 9. 000 with Chiang Kai-shek. 

Prime Minister Chou: In Taiwan. 

Chairman Mao: Then it is said that there are two gr °^ J ££' 
40 000 in Okinawa and 20 to 30. 000 in Japan proper. I don -t ^™J™» 
many there are in the Philippines. Now you have remaxmng in Vietnam 
-a bit over 10, 000. 

Dr. Kissinger: But they will all be withdrawn. 

Chairman Mao: Yes. and I heard that you have 40, 000 in Thailand. 

Dr. Kissinger: That is correct. But all the units the Chairman 
mentioned are m ostly air force units and therefore they probably 
cannot be measured by the number of personnel. 

Chairman Mao : You also have ground forces, for instance, in South 
Korea. 
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nr- Kissinger: In South Korea we have ground forces, 



Chairman Mao: That was all begun by Truman and Achcson So this 

time you held a memorial service for Truman and we dxdn t go. (Laugh 

tcr) 

Dr. Kissinger: When you have a liaison office in Washington it will be 

more possible in the future. 

Prime Minist er Chou: You've held all these memorial services, both 
for T^ and Johns on CChairman Mao and Prime Minister Chou 
laugh). 

It seems to me that your voice is hoarse today. You should. bave a day's 
rest tomorrow. Why do you want to continue to talk so much. 

Dr Kissinger: Because it is very important that you and^we understand 
what ^e Zl go ing to do and to coordinate our actions, and therefore we 
S^yTteU the Prime Minister what our plans are in various ««- <* 
SeTorld so that you can understand the individual moves when they are 

made. 

Chairman Mao: Yes. When you pass through Japan, you should perhaps 
SkTbUmorc with them. You only talked with them for one day and 
that isn't very good for their face. 

nr. Kissinger: Mr. Chairman, we wanted this trip': . emphasis to be 
on the talks in Peking, and I will take a separate trip to Tokyo. 

Chairman Mao: Good. And also make clear to them. 

You know the Japanese feelings towards the Soviet Union are not so very 
good. * — 

Dr. Kissinger: They arc very ambivalent. 

Chairman Mao: (Gesturing with his hand) In a word, during ;fl* .Second 
World War, Pr ime Minister Tanaka told our Premier, what the Soviet 
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Union did was that upon seeing a person about to hang himself, they 
immediately took the chair from under his feet. 

Dr. Kissinger: Yes. 

Simian Mao: It could be said that they didn't fire a ■***«£' ~ d 
yet they were a ble to grab so many places <*™ ^** ^2? 
rWklesl They grabbed the People's Republic of Mongolia. They 
grabSdtaH^f Sinkiang. It was called a sphere of **«■"-£* *~ 
So, on the northeast, was also called their sphere of influence. 

nr. Kissinger; And they took all fte industry out of it. 

«. - — vf,o- v« And they grabbed also the islands of Sakhalin and 
ffggJSLl «£££**> — **- ^ ist « Chou «ii S cu S s 
Son^m^es. ) Sakhalin is the southern part of the *^« ^ 
■ ^11 look it up in the dictionary to see what its Chinese translation is. 

p>. Kissinger: The Japanese are tempted by the economic possibilities 
\j^_y in Russia. 

Chairman Mao: (Nodding yes) They want to grab something there. 

Dr Kissinger: But we will encourage closer ties between Japan and 
ourselcs/and also we welcome their relationship with the People s 
Republic. 

Chai rman Mao: We also believe that rather than Japan *«** «*?"* 
- SST. with t he Soviet Union, we would rather that they would better 
their relations with you. That would be better. 

Dr. Kissinger: It would be very dangerous if Japan and the Soviet Union 
formed closer political relations. 

Chairman Mao: That doesn't seem likely. 

Prim. Minister Chou:. The prospects are not too good. 

Chairman Mao: Wc can also do some work there. 
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Dr. Kissinger: The Soviet Union has made overtures but the Japanese 
have not responded. They have invited Ohira to go* to Moscow. 

Prime Minister Chou: Yes, this year, the second half. 

Dr. Kissinger: This year. 

Prime Minister Chou: And it seems on this question that Ohira has a 
clearer idea of the Soviet Union than others. But there arc some not 
so clear in their understanding as their Foreign Minister. 

Dr. Kissinger: That is correct. 

Prime Minister Chou: That is also the bureaucracy as you term it. 

Dr. Kissinger: We are prepared to exchange information with you on 
these matters. 

Prime Minister Chou: (To Chairman Mao) We have decided besides 
establishing a liaison office in each capital to maintain the contact 
between Huang Hua and the White House. 

Chairman Mao: (To Prime Minister Chou) Where is the stress. 

Prime Minister Chou: The liaison office will handle the general public 
exchanges. For confidential and urgent matters not covered by the 
liaison office we will use the channel of Ambassador Huang Hua. 

Chairman Mao: Huang Hua has met an ill fate (Prime Minister Chou 
laughs). He was doing very well in your place and immediately upon 
his return to Shanghai, he twisted his back. 

Dr. Kissinger: We will find a doctor for him when he returns. 

Chairman Mao: Yes. (Prime Minister Chou laughs). He seemed more 
safe in your place. Immediately upon his return to Shanghai he collapsed. 

From the atmosphere with which your President received our acrobatic 
troupe, I thought that the Vietnamese issue was going to be settled. 
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There were some rumors that said that you were about to eoUaP" 
(laughter). And the women folk seated here were all dissatisfied with 
that (laughter, especially pronounced among the women). They said 
if the Doctor is going to collapse, we would be out of work. 

Dr. Kissinger: Not only in China. 

Chairman Mao: Yes. and the whole line would collapse like dominos. 

Dr. Kissinger: Those were just journalists' speculation. 

Chairman Mao: Only speculation? 

Dr. Kissinger: Only speculation. 

Chairman Mao; No ground whatsoever? 

Dr. Kissinger: No ground whatsoever. In fact the opposite was true. 
We have now been able to place our men into all key positions. 

Chairman Mao: (Nodding yes) Your President is ;now saymg .that you*re 
propsoing some thing as if you were moving the Great Wall from China 
to the United States, that is. trade barriers. 

Dr. Kissinger: What we want to do is lower barriers. 

C hairman Mao: To lower them? Then you were doing that just to 
frighten people. You are saying that you are going to raise tariffs ana 
'non-tariff barriers and maybe you do that to intimidate Europe and 
Japan. 

Dr. Kissinger: Partly. We are proposing a trade bill which gives^ both 
the power to ra ise and lower barriers, in order to get it passed through 
Congress. We must create the impression that we might increase bar- 
riers. We want executive authority to do it without Congressional approv. 
but if we ask Congress to reduce barriers they would refuse. (Prime 
Minister Chou laughs.) And this is why we are asking for executive 
authority to move in cither direction. 
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Dr lOssingcr: We think they wiU L give it to u^ osin g it also 

g^^T arc quite ~£^^ c discrimination that still 
4« such ccneral language that we c 
SSf Awards the People's RepubUc. 

....-r^s at present is very 
** ao - The trade between our two countries at p 
fitegSBSU^J^ increasing- You know Chmais - very^ 
t£S,. We don't have much. What we have in excess 

ter) 

TT, e re are no quotas for those or tariffs. 
Dr. Kissinger: There are no H 
- — .„„ - few of those to you. 

Chairman Mao: So if you want them we can give 

^^ToT5iousands.(^ughter) 

^r^ivrse on a voluntary basis- 

That way you can lessen o . , Tt 

J -«, rwna is not commercial. It 

we both have. 

Chairinan_Mao: Yes. 

That is the spirit with which we are conducting our 
tvt Kissinger: That is xnc r 
discussions- 

*4.<u =» fnreisn friend, ^ine 
SaSSBlSB? I °Trs^Scha\rmt Mao. )"l said that we 
i^e^elThold a tSS V£ U.S. - Japan -Pakistan - Iran 
SSrmrM^ulhfbadly. , - ^ey and Europe. 

:r .V^^E£»- how this a££cctcd my p 
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, of Turkcv Iran, Pakistan and the 

we sent Helms to Iran »^ £™££l3l* P^ous position and 
Persian Gulf, because of ^^'"^^Jstands the more com- 
W e needed a reliable «^^\^^° (Chairman Mao lights his 
*■* ^"Te^U^ hiS £lS* i aeal with aU of these 
Xtrliralthlir^s will not be publicly announced. 

,-h ma ttcrs we do not understand very much 
flB&Balfetf ^JZtZZrZ^ are a lot of things we don't 
your affairs in the United States, i ^ wc don «t under- 

Low very well. For «^^X^gTabout foreign policy that we 
stand them. There are al~ many ^ four y ^ s ^ ^ 

don't understand either. Perwps m j 
be able to learn a bit. 

t Ho the *rime Minister that you have a more direct. 
Tir. Kissinger: I told 4^^ do . Wc hav e to use 

maybe a more heroic mode of ac&on ■ ™ f dome stic situa- 

~ m ctimes more -mpUcated me^o £ be^ ^ ^ ^ rcpeafc 

tion. (Chairman Mao * oerie ^w ^en^objecti-es we will act very 
. W de of action. .») ™ m ^*££g?££J. So if a real danger 
decisively and wimout regard to P "^^^. we ^ai certainly 
Lvelops or hegemonial intentions be " m * * C ^ e prcsi dcnt said to the 
resist them wherever they «^' ™ y^, to anyone else. 
Chairman, in our own interests, not as a Kinon 

^•^anMao: (Laughing) Those are honest words. 
n^- Kissinger: This is our position. 

- • v, Do vou want our Chinese women? We can give you 

rWrman Mao: Do you warn; among the women. ) 

7cn million. (Laughter, particularly among m 



Dr. Kissinger 



The Chairman is improving his offer. 



i «. 4.v»tv. flood vour country with 
Airman Mao: By doing so ™ «»£' ~£. fa ur country we have 

TSSZZT^tSSl are too many, daughter) 
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Dr. Kissinger 



: It is such a novel proposition, we will have to study it-. 



Chairman Mao: You can set up a committee to study the issue. That 
is how your visit to China is settling the population question- (Laughter) 

Dr- Kissinger: We will study utilization and allocation. 
Chairman Mao: If we ask them to go I think they would be willing. 
Prime Minister Chou: Ibt ne ce s s arily . 

Chairman Mao: jThat's because of their feudal ideas, big nation chau- 
vinisrn. 

Dr. Kissinger: We are certainly willing to receive them- 
Chairman Mao: The Chinese are very alien-excluding. 

For instance, in your country you can let in so many nationalities, yet* 
in China how many foreigners do you see? 

Prime Minister Chou: Very few. 

' Dr. Kissinger: Very few. 

Chairman Mao: You have about 600, 000 Chinese in the United States. 
We probably don't even have 60 Americans here. I would like to study 
-the problem. I don't know the reason. 

Miss Tang: Mr. Lord's wife is Chinese. 
Chairman Mao : Oh? 
Mr. Lord: Yes. 

Chairman Mao: I studied the problem. I don't know why the Chinese 
never like foreigners. There arc no Indians perhaps. As for the 
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Japanese, they arc not very numerous either; compared toothers 
there are quite a few and some arc married and settled down. 

Dr. Kissinger: Of course, your experience with foreigners has not 
been all that fortunate. 

Chairman Mao: Yes, perhaps that is some reason for that. 

Yes in the past hundred years, mainly the eight powers, and later it 
was'japan during the Boxer Revolution. For thirteen years Japan 
occupied China, they occupied the major part of China; and in the past 
the allied forces, the invading foreigners, not only occupied Chinese 
territory, they also asked China for indemnity. 

Dr. Kissinger: Yes, and extraterritorial rights. 

C hairman Mao: Now in our relations with Japan, we haven't asked 
them for indemnity and that would add to the burden of the people. It 
would be difficult to calculate all the indemnity. No accountant would 
be able to do it. 

And only in this way can we move from hostility to relaxation in relations 
between peoples. And it will be more difficult to settle relations of 
hostility between the Japanese and Chinese peoples than between us and 
you. 

Dr Kissinger: Yes. There is no feeling of hostility of American people 
.at all toward the Chinese people. On the contrary. Between us right 
now there is only essentially a juridical problem. (Chairman Mao nods 
agreement. ) Which we will solve in the next years. But there is a 
strong community of interest which is operating immediately. 

Chairman Mao: Is that so? 

Dr. Kissinger: Between China and the U.S. 

Chairman Mao: What do you mean by community of interest? On Taiwan 
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Dr. Kissinger: In relation to other countries that may have intentions - 

Prime Minister Chou: You mean the Soviet Union? 

Dr. Kissinger: I mean the Soviet Union- 

Prime Minister Chou: Miss Shen understood you. 

Chairman Mao: (Looking toward Miss Shen. ) The Chinese have a good 
command of English. (To Prime Minister Chou. ) Who is she? 

Prime Minister Chou: Miss Shen Jo-yun. 

Chairman Mao: Girls. (Prime Minister Chou laughs. ) Today I have 
been uttering some nonsense for which I will have to beg the pardon of 
the women of China. 

Dr. Kissinger: It sounded very attractive to the Americans present. 
(Chairman Mao and the girls laugh. ) 

Chairman Mao: If we are going to establish a liaison office in your 
country do you want Miss Shen or Miss Tang? 

Dr. Kissinger: We will deal with that through the channel of Huang Hua. 
(Laughter) 

Chairman Mao: Our interpreters are truly too few. 

" Dr. Kissinger: But they have done a remarkable job, the interpreters 
we have met. 

Chairman Mao: The interpreters you have met and our present inter- 
preters who arc doing most of the work are now in their twenties and 
thirties. If they grow too old they don't do interpretation so well. 

Prime Minister Chou: We should send some abroad. 

Chairman Mao : \yc will- send children at such a height (indicating with 
his hands), not too old. 
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^ dinger: WewiU be prepared to estabHshCcHange programs 

where you can send students to America. 

S^^MXZ And If among -^^^^ZS^l^- 

able success. And * "J""* - m ^ Uait ed States, no 

for example, some gxrls <£ ££££*?*» ^ ChXa ' S *' fa *' 
matter. Because you do ^ Z*^™*^ want to learn the local 
past the ^inese went abroad^and ^ey d.dn t ^ refused to 

sss=i ote-sss^ ~ *- - gettiag bctter - * e 

younger generation. 

S2 ^ sisS£ri xn America, all. or the vast majority, speak English^ 

ones don't learn thelocal language. There wa died . a 

who came back to China after Ixvxn abroad. &°™ ^ s a member 

Peking in the 1950s when she «• «JjJ ^ a word of English. She 
of our People's Government. She didn t speaK 

was Cantonese, extremely conservative. 

^^^^ Chinese culture is so particular that it is difficult to 

assimilate other cultures. 

*. v a >«it- £he Chinese character 
r-\*i n ***A language is not bad, hut tnc ^n«»-=» 
r^alTman Mao: Chinese iangua& 

'are not good, 

,-i_ tVpv are verv difficult to learn. 

grime Min^ f^r Chou: They arc very aiu 

alphabet. 
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^■^^Chou: First we must standard^ the oral language. 

CH 3issajL M S£ ,:(Cest U res with his •»- ^JJ** Reiver 3^ 
if the Soviet Union would throw its ^ b * ff^V „ Because the 

S JSg°- ~V ^ -^Chinese. There- ver y few dictionaries 

Tver there. All the other books are in Chinese. 

n. Kissinger: Is the Chairman learning English now? 

^.^Ute J have heard ^t I am -dying «, ^"-j^. 
on the outside. 1 don't heed them. They arc false, in 
lish letters. I don't know. the grammar. 

j^^Tang^ The Chairman invented an English word. 
• ^..^.n Mao: Yes. I invented the English term "paper tiger. » 

TV, K issinge r: "Paper tiger." Yes. that was all about us. (Laughter) 

g,i-n- Mao: But you are a ? German ^-m Germany ; «JJ^T 

~~~ ■ i i. .:*v n« Ol -fate because in two war;* i«- **«.*» ** 

many now has met with an in late, oewu* 

defeated. 

2£ ^ issiG££ri It attempted too much, beyond its abilities .nd resources. 

-^^Ma.: Yes. audit also -*««^ f °^ £ ~ Jtttack. 
example, in its attack £f ^^.^ ££ *Lp/l»to three 
it should attack m one place, but tney SC P* couldn't stand it 

sr. s nuvsr ss: s.i^=ss _ r - 

the cold? 

tv. Kissinger: The Germans were not prepared for a long war. 
Actually they did not mobilize their wWle £o«c until 1 9« ; ^^ 
wit h the Chairman ^tjijhey had concent £ <%££, ^ 

^i^^U^7£^CCi-«-i Mao relets his cigar.) 
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Chairman Mao : They shouldn't have attacked Moscow or Kiev. 
They should have taken Leningrad as a first step. Another error 
in policy was they didn't cross the sea after Dunkirk, 

Dr, Kissinger: After Dunkirk. 

Chairman Mao: They were entirely unprepared. 

Dr. Kissinger: And Hitler was a romantic. He had a strange liking 
for England. 

Chairman Mao: Oh? Then why didn't they go there? Because the 
British at that time were completely without troops. 

Dr. Kissinger: If they were able to cross the channel into Britain . . . 
I think they had only one division in all of England. 

Prime Minister Chou: Is that so? 

Dr. Kissinger: Yes. 

Prime Minister Chou: Also Sir Anthony Eden told us in Germany at that 
time that a Minister in the Army of Churchill's Government said at that 
time if Hiltcr had crossed the channel they would have had no forces. 
They had withdrawn all their forces back. When they were preparing 
for the German crossing, Churchill had no arms. He could only organize 
police to defend the coast. If they crossed they would not be able to 
defend. 

Dr. Kissinger: It also shows what a courageous man can do because 
Churchill created by his personality much more strength than they 
possessed. 

Chairm an Mao: Actually by that time they couldn't hold. 

Prime Minister Chou: So Hiltcr carried some romantic feelings about 
Britain? 
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Dr. Kissinfrpr- I think he was a maniac, but he did have 
about Britain. 



some feelings 



Chairman Mao: I believe Hitler was from the Rhine area? 

Dr. Kis singer: Austria, " 

Prime Minister Chon: He was a solder in the First World War. 

ATstSaT nfrer: HC WaS iQ &C Germaa)r ****?' but hc w * s a native of 

> Prime Minister Cfronr From the Danube. 

%\ S"$ f T , He ^ c ^^ed strategy artistically rather than strate- 
gically. He did it by intuition. He had no overall plan. 

Chairman Man: .Then why did the German troops heed him so much? 

?;J ^ SS lT r? Pr ° babl y because ** Germans are somewhat romantic 
people and because he must have had a very strong personality. 

Chairman Mao: Mainly because during the First World War the Ger- 
man nation was humiliated. 

Dr. Kissinger: Yes, that was a very important factor. 

; O^irmarLMao: If there are Russians going to attack China, I can tell 
you today that our way of conducting a war will be guerrilla war and 
pro^acted war. We will let them go wherever they want. (Prime 
Minister Chou laughs. ) They want to come to the Yellow River tribu- 
taries. That would be good, very good. (Laughter. ) And if they go 
further to the Yangtse River tributaries, that would not be bad either. 

Dr. Kissinper: But if they use bombs and do not send armies? (Laughter) 

Chairman Mao: What should wc do? Perhaps you can organize a com- 
mittee to study the problem. We'll let them beat us up and they will 
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lose any resources. They say they are socialists. We are also 
socialists and that will be socialists attacking socialists. 

Dr. Kissinger: If they attack China, we would certainly oppose them 
for our own reasons. 

Chairman Mao: But your people arc not awakened, and Europe and you 
would think that it would be a fine thing if it were that the ill water 
would flow toward China. 

Dr. Kissinger ,: What Europe thinks I am not able to judge. They cannot 
do anything anyway. They are basically irrelevant. (In the midst of 
this Chairman Mag toasts Dr. Kissinger and Mr. Lord with tea. ) What 
we think is that if the Soviet Union overruns China, this would dislocate 
the security of all other countries and will lead to our own isolation. 

Chairman Mao: (Laughing) How will that happen? How would that be? 

Because since in being bogged down in Vietnam you met so many 
difficulties, do you think they would feel good if they were bogged down 
in China? 



Dr. Kissinger: The Soviet Union? 
Miss Tang^ The Soviet Union. 

Chairman Mao: And then you can let them get bogged down in China, 
,for half a year, or one, or two, or three, oriour years. And then 
you can poke your finger at the Soviet back. And your slogan then will 
be for peace, that is you must bring down Socialist imperialism for the 
sake of peace. And perhaps you can begin to help them in doing business, 
saying whatever you need we will help against China. 

Dr. Kissinger: Mr. Chairman, it is really very important that we 
understand each other 1 s motives. We will never knowingly cooperate 
in an attack on China. 



TOP SECRET/SENSITIVE 
EXCLUSIVELY EVES ON'LY 



V * ■* __ _. 





•v - !DECLASS1FIE0 



*» ■ i • 1 1 i 



TOP SECRET /SENSITIVE 
EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY 



22 



.0 



Chairman Mao: (Interrupting) No, that's not so. Your aim in doing 
that would be to bring the Soviet Union down. 

Dr. Kissinger: That's a very dangerous thing. (Laughter) 

Chairman Mao: (Using both hands for gestures) The goal of the Soviet 
Union is to occupy both Europe and Asia, the two continents. 

Dr. Kissinger: We want to discourage a "Soviet attack, not defeat it. 
We want to prevent it. (Prime Minister Chou looks at his watch. ) 

Chairm an Mao: As for things, matters, in the world, it is hard to say. 
We would rather think about things this way. We think this way the 
world would be better. 

Dr. Kissinger: Which way? 

Chairman Mao: That is that they would attack China and be defeated. 
We must think of the worst eventuality. 

Dr. Kissinger: That is your necessity. (Prime Minister Chou laughs. ) 

Chair man Mao: We have so many women in our country that don't know 
how to fight. 

Miss Tang: Not necessarily. There are women's detachments. 

^ Chairm an Mao: They are only on stage. In reality if there is a fight 
• you would flee very quickly and run into underground shelters. 

Miss Wong,: If the minutes of this talk were made public, it would incur 
the public wrath on behalf of half the population. 

Chairman Mao: That is half of the population of China. 

Prime Minister Chou: First of all, it wouldn't pass the Foreign Ministry, 
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Chairm an Man ? We can rail #4>:^ -, 

^^^^t^^ (chincsc '-*-> 

g^**^ xt . s up to you . x m prepared tQ make . t puwic ^ ^ 

Chai 



rman Man- "What is your idea' T« s* k_«. . ,_ 
occrct? youriaea. Is it better to have it public or 

Dr. Kissin^r: I think it is probably better to make it public. 
SSSSS^S^ ™" ^ ^ abWt — « «**r ^ *• -oe 
SrSSS^^^^^^^ C^Hter, We 

SSS^Wat^rsef/t^ ^ WC a SCWC to »"~ ** 
- impair its ^n^^SST"" ^ *~ ^ 

^^EsSa^^s fixed the id ~ s ° «* * -v -i- 

«iruy use it at my next press conference. (Laughter) 

Chairman M*o : That would be all rieht with rr,^ n™ .* r 
-ytbiug. Anyway , God has scnt ^ TavtaTo;. " "* **"" ° f 

Chairman M„ a , Ycs , j „, better ^ ^ ^^ 
[The photographers entered the room.] 
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Please give my warm regards to President Nixon. Also to Mrs. Nixon 
I was not able to meet her and Secretary Rogers. I must apologize 

Dr. Kissinfffvr. I w m certainly do that. 



Prime M inister Chou? We will send 



you a press release in one hour. 



(Chairman Mao escorts Dr. Kissinger into the outer room where he 
.ays goodbye to Dr. Kissinger and Mr. Lord. Prime Minister Chou 
then escorts Dr. Kissinger to his waiting car. ) 
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